
  

The Week Ahead 

Weekly Menu Please CLICK HERE to see our current Menu 

Extra-Curricular Clubs Please CLICK HERE to see our current programme 

Sports Clubs and Fixtures Please CLICK HERE to see our current programme 

Vacancies Please CLICK HERE to see a list of our current Vacancies 

WEEKLY BULLETIN | Friday 29th November 

Key Dates 

Tuesday 2nd - Tuesday 

10th December 
German Exchange - Cam VC pupils in Bad Hersfeld 

Tuesday 3rd December Year 8 Social (4:30pm-7pm) in the Performance Hall 

Wednesday 4th December 

Trip: Future Chef @ Chelmsford College (all day) 

Trip: Year 12 Art Visit to Cambridge 

Year 11 Full Reports & Post-16 Projections out 

Thursday 5th December Year 11 Parent Consultation (full day, no early finish for pupils) 

Friday 6th December School Closed 

Monday 9th - Friday 13th 

December 
Year 12 Tests 

Monday 9th - Friday 20th 

December 
Year 11 Post-16 Guidance Meetings  

http://www.cambournevc.org/parent-carer-and-student-information/catering
http://www.cambournevc.org/parent-carer-and-student-information/extra-curricular/clubs
https://www.cambournevc.org/parent-carer-and-student-information/extra-curricular/sports
https://www.cambournevc.org/contact-us/vacancies


Reporting your Child’s Absence from School: 

If your child is unwell and unable to attend school you have a legal requirement to inform the 

school on each day of absence. If you are reporting your child’s absence from school today, 

please can you email cam-absence@cambournevc.org by 8:30am every day of the absence 

and leave a message clearly stating the reason for absence and the child’s full name and tutor 

group.  If you fail to inform the school, we are legally required to make contact with you, to ensure 

the child’s safety. Even if they have been absence on the previous day we cannot assume they 

are still at home poorly. 

Appointments: 

If your child misses registration for a medical or dental appointment, this is counted as an au-

thorised absence. Please give advance notice, ideally 2 school days, by cam-

absence@cambournevc.org with the dates and times the pupil is expected to be out of school 

and preferably with a copy of the appointment card/notification so that the absence can be au-

thorised. As much as possible, pupils should be in school prior to/ after the appointment and 

out of school for as little time as possible.   

Prior notification ensures the Year team and Reception staff are aware of your child arriving 

late / leaving early and the necessary arrangements can be put in place. If your child needs to 

leave early for an appointment, they should inform their teacher that they need to be excused 

early and make their own way down to Reception. The Reception staff will try to help locate 

children for appointments, but we do not always have someone available to do a collection 

from lessons.  

Planned Absence Request: 

If you plan to take your child out of school for any other reason, a Planned Absence Request 

Form must be completed and returned to the school 10 days prior to the absence for authorisa-

tion. Please email any completed forms to cam-absence@cambournevc.org or hand into our re-

ception. The form can be found on our website, or is available from our reception.   

Please note that due to Changes to Section 444 of The Education Act 1996 brought into effect in 

September 2013, the Principal cannot authorise any term time leave unless there are exception-

al circumstances.   

 

All pupils leaving early for appointments need to be collected by a parent to sign 

them out through our main Reception. 

mailto:cam-absence@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-absence@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-absence@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-absence@cambournevc.org
https://www.cambournevc.org/parent-carer-and-student-information/absence


Click here to book tickets: https://wegottickets.com/event/640396  

https://wegottickets.com/event/640396
https://wegottickets.com/event/640396


Travelling to and from school safely. 

Please encourage your children to follow the highway code when they are travelling to and from 

school and if they do travel down Swansley Lane, to be sensible, be safe and follow the sugges-

tions below.  

The Highway Code - Rules for cyclists (59 to 82) - Guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)  

A safer Highway Code for cyclists | Cycling UK   

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/the-highway-code/rules-for-cyclists-59-to-82
https://www.cyclinguk.org/safer-highway-code-cyclists?gad_source=1&gclid=CjwKCAiA6aW6BhBqEiwA6KzDc2cbU1hBpn_HYIOLzwi6-de3I-5FhnZOWXGczDLJV37dd2rdS03xTxoCGQ4QAvD_BwE


https://www.holidayorchestra.org.uk/


 

Film Of The Week (FOTW) 
 

As you hopefully all know by now, my name is Mrs Milne, and I am Head of Film Studies here 
at CamVC. As a HUGE lover of Film, I thought it would be nice to share my weekly recommen-
dations for you as a family to view. Some you will have seen or heard of, others will be a little 
more obscure, but all will be appropriate for the whole family and something for you all to share 
and enjoy. I will endeavour to select from a variety of viewing platforms/streaming sites, so 
there’ll be something for everyone eventually. 

My FOTW this week has been selected as we’re coming to the end of November and into the 
festive season. Whatever your beliefs, you cannot avoid Christmas when you live in the UK. 
There has been a lot of debate recently about when one should decorate for the festive season, 
and I think this film is the BEST way to bridge the gap between the cultural festivities of Hallow-
een and Christmas. My Film of the Week this week is… 

 

As a HUGE Tim Burton fan, this is one of his 
finest and is also his first film to be filmed en-
tirely with stop-motion animation. The Night-
mare Before Christmas (available on Dis-
ney+ or to rent on other streaming platforms) 
tells the story of the King of Halloween, Jack 
Skellington who, having grown bored of terri-
fying everyone in the ‘real world’, stumbles 
upon Christmastown and is given a new 
lease on life. He plots to bring Christmas un-
der his control by kidnapping Santa Claus 
and taking over the role. But Jack soon dis-

covers even the best-laid plans of mice and skeleton men can go seriously awry. 

I’m going all-out Christmas movies from next week, so be prepared for some heartwarming and 
festive fun, plus Kurt Russell as a rock’n’roll star! 

Holiday Orchestra Christmas course 2024 open for bookings 

 We are very pleased to announce that the Cambridgeshire Holiday Orchestra Christmas 
course taking place Friday 27th- Monday 30th December 2024 at West Road Concert Hall, 
Cambridge is now open for bookings. Holiday Orchestra is for all young people aged 7-18 no 
matter their musical experience. 

Further details of our plans, timetables and a link to the booking forms can be found here where 
you will find comprehensive course information. 

Please note: 

• All Gamelan sessions and Horn Taster 1 are now full. 

• Early bird discount applies if you book and pay before 6
th

 December. 

Best wishes, Cambridgeshire Holiday Orchestra committee.  

https://www.holidayorchestra.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/COURSE-INFORMATION-FOR-CHRISTMAS-2024.pdf


Flu vaccinations for school-aged children – message from NHS 
Vaccination UK 

Please see below information about Catch up clinics that Vaccination UK is hold-
ing across Cambridge and Peterborough in November and December. 

If your child missed the flu vaccination while we were at their school this autumn, 
please follow the link below to book your child into a specific clinic and specific time: 

https://eastanglia.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2024/book 

Appointments only!  All clinics run from 10am - 2pm 

 

30th November – Wisbech - Oasis Centre, St Michael’s Avenue, Wisbech PE13 3NR 

7th December - Cambridge – Trumpington Pavilion, Paget Road, Trumpington CB2 9JF  

7th December – Huntingdon – The Coneygear Centre, Buttsgrove Way, Huntingdon PE29 1PE  

7th December - Peterborough – Gladstone Community Centre, 896 Bourges Boulevard, Peter-
borough PE1 2AN 

14th December – Huntingdon – The Coneygear Centre, Buttsgrove Way, Huntingdon PE29 1PE  

If you have any queries about booking, please contact Vaccination UK direct on Book-
ings.Eastanglia@v-uk.co.uk.  

 

For more general queries contact cambsandpeterborough@v-uk.co.uk, or call them on 01480 
275 422 

https://eastanglia.schoolvaccination.uk/flu/2024/book
mailto:Bookings.Eastanglia@v-uk.co.uk
mailto:Bookings.Eastanglia@v-uk.co.uk
mailto:cambsandpeterborough@v-uk.co.uk




 Matched 

By Ally Condie 

In Cassia's society, Officials decide who people 

love. How many children they have. Where they 

work. When they die. Cassia has always trusted 

their choices. It’s hardly any price to pay for a long 

life, the perfect job, the ideal mate. Then on her 

seventeenth birthday, she meets her Match. Socie-

ty dictates he is her perfect partner for life. Except 

he's not. As Cassia finds herself falling in love with 

another boy, her whole world begins to unravel... 

Now she’s faced with impossible choices: between 

Xander and Ky, between the only life she’s known 

and a path no one else has ever dared follow—

between perfection and passion. A powerful & in-

volving dystopian fantasy that compels the reader 

to wonder 'what if?' The first book in the Spine 

Breakers series, which will leave readers hungry for 

the next one!  (Available from the school library) 

 Ansu Fati: Football Rising Stars Series 

By Harry Meredith 

Making his senior debut at just 16 years old, Ansu 

Fati became the second youngest footballer to play 

for Barcelona. He has swiftly set La Liga on fire at 

one of the biggest clubs in the world. Since playing 

on makeshift pitches in Guinea-Bissau as a boy, 

Ansu has made the Camp Nou stadium his home. 

The famous number 10 shirt, previously worn by 

Ronaldinho and Lionel Messi is now his.  Ansu Fati 

is part of the Football Rising Stars series, which 

dives into the incredible journeys of ten of the 

world's best young players. Featuring fresh talents 

from around the world, including Jadon Sancho, 

João Félix, Erling Braut Haaland, Trent Alexander-

Arnold, Marcus Rashford, Kylian Mbappé, Kai 

Havertz, Phil Foden, Ansu Fati and Bukayo Saka, 

the series covers their unique stories. You can also 

check out our Women’s Football Rising Stars se-

ries, showcasing the journeys of some of the best 

female players. (Available from the school li-

brary) 



Un-named Lost Property Items that have 

been handed in between: 

25th - 29th November 2024 



Any items not collected within 4 weeks, will be donated to charity.  

Contact the College Reception or email  

thecollege@cambournevc.org if you rec-

ognise any items. 

mailto:thecollege@cambournevc.org




The MFL Department are proud to present:  

Duolingo Languages Competition open to Parents & Pupils 

For the competition, the aim is to use the Duolingo app or website to learn a language. You can 

continue learning a language you are already learning, or you can learn more than one language. 

The winner in each category will be the person who has gained the most XP, or Experience 

Points, within Duolingo by 9am on Sunday 1st December 2024. There will be prizes for the win-

ners in each category (Parents + all Year Groups). Duolingo is free of charge to use. 

Parents and pupils can choose which languages to learn.  Perhaps you wish to support your child 

learning the French, German and Spanish that we offer here at CamVC; maybe you wish to ex-

plore a less obvious language such as Swahili, Vietnamese or Hungarian. If learning a language 

was a new year’s resolution, our competition might just give you that added impetus! 

If you already have a Duolingo account, you can carry on using it for this competition. Pupils 

should sign up with their name and school email address so that the lucky winner can be given 

the prize.  

Some Duolingo features are disabled to ensure participants’ privacy and safety: you will not be 

able to participate in discussions, make friend requests, follow other participants or participate in 

leagues.  The competition organisers will be able to see participants’ names and progress until 

the close of the competition, and will be able to see the emails participants used to sign up.  Here 

are the links to sign up: 

Parents’ competition (whichever years your children are in): www.duolingo.com/classroom/gyjjbk 

Year 7 students’ competition: www.duolingo.com/classroom/pkjcbz 

Year 8 students’ competition: www.duolingo.com/classroom/ywqpus 

Year 9 students’ competition: www.duolingo.com/classroom/fkpcqd 

Year 10 students’ competition: www.duolingo.com/classroom/vsmjsz 

Year 11 students’ competition: www.duolingo.com/classroom/apsdcy 

Year 12 students’ competition: www.duolingo.com/classroom/ywwdqq 

If it results in an error, please check if your leaderboard tab has disappeared. If it has, you 

should have joined successfully. 

If you wish to download it onto your device, the 

Duolingo app is available on Google 

Play and Apple App store.  

Please contact me 

at dfernandez@cambournevc.org if you have 

any questions. 

Good luck 

Viel Glück 

Bonne chance 

Buena suerte 

Powodzenia, 

http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/pkjcbz
http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/ywqpus
http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/fkpcqd
http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/vsmjsz
http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/apsdcy
http://www.duolingo.com/classroom/ywwdqq
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.duolingo&gl=GB
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.duolingo&gl=GB
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/duolingo-language-lessons/id570060128
mailto:dfernandez@cambournevc.org


https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/holiday-activities-and-food-programme


https://eastwestrail.co.uk/consultation2024


New Style Rotary Club Comes to Cambourne - New Members, People 

of Action Wanted 

For more than one hundred years Rotary clubs across the UK have been doing excel-

lent work in their local communities, supporting existing charities and good causes as 

well as running their own projects to benefit those in need. 

The Rotary organisation is also known for its international presence, helping improve 

education, health and understanding in some of the poorest areas of the world. Rotary 

has played a major part in the virtual eradication of Polio worldwide. 

There are currently four Rotary Clubs in and around Cambridge with over 120 mem-

bers continuing the excellent traditions of the Rotary organisation embodied in their 

theme of “Service Above Self” 

However, in recent years the organisation has not found it easy to recruit new mem-

bers particularly among younger age groups. Rightly or wrongly Rotary is seen, by 

some, as a rather old fashioned organisation with formal regular meetings and an old-

er demographic. 

Therefore in a bid to dispel some of these myths the Rotary organisation is attempting 

to form a new style Rotary Club based in Cambourne aimed at those people who are 

interested in making a difference in their local communities in a club which is informal 

and friendly while being supported by an organisation which enjoys worldwide recog-

nition.  

To get things rolling we are holding two meet & greet get-togethers where people in-

terested in learning more can come along, ask questions and find out a little more 

about what forming a club has to offer. The details are: 

Wednesday 20th November, 7 to 9 pm 

Thursday 28th November 6 to 8 pm  

Both meetings to be held in the Meeting Room, The Hub Community Centre, 

High Street, Cambourne, CB23 6GW 

David Ellis is heading up this new initiative he states “this is a great opportunity for 

adults of all ages to join an organisation that will help them improve communities both 

at home and across the world” he adds “Our new club will be shaped by it’s members, 

they will decide what we focus on and how we go about achieving it” 

While helping others is an important part of Rotary, having fun and building lasting 

friendships is also a major part of being a Rotarian. Membership is open to all, the 

new club is keen to draw from as many diverse groups as possible to mirror Cam-

bourne’s own diverse culture. We are looking for both individuals and couples to be-

come members. 

So, if you are a Person of Action who would like to know more either drop in at one of 

the Meet & Greet dates or email davidellis365@btinternet.com. 

Thank you.  

mailto:davidellis365@btinternet.com




Do you want to work in a school, that fits in with your family? 

Fully Funded (FREE) NCFE | CACHE School Support courses available in levels 1, 2 & 3, start-

ing on 2nd December! 

Sessions will be available with Aspire Education's employment engagement officers after course 

completion!  

We run ONLY in term time and not during half term/ end of term periods.  

This is a six-week intensive course, with online live webinars with Aspire Education's friendly tu-

tors, starting at 9:30am and finishing at 2pm (with lunch break period) from Monday to Friday. 

All you need is access to the internet and a laptop or tablet. 

These courses are fully funded by the ESFA (Education Skills Funding Agency). 

If you are earning less than £23,500 per year OR claiming benefits (including Universal Credit, 

JSA, ESA, PIP, Income Support, Housing Benefits, carers allowance or any type of Tax Credit 

including Child Tax Credit) you are eligible for a fully funded place on our courses. 

*Please see more details about our eligibility on our website. 

Take advantage of this opportunity while it's still available. Please go to: 

www.studysmartuk.online/ for more information.  

https://www.studysmartuk.online/
https://www.studysmartuk.online/


We have a number of good quality second hand 

uniforms available for purchase at a discounted 

rate. Please complete the form: Second-Hand Uni-

form Request and enter details of uniform items 

needed.    

Our Reception is open every weeknight evening in 

term time between 6pm and 8pm so there is an op-

portunity to organise a visit to the school to ‘see 

before you buy’ at hours to suit you. 

Please email our evening receptionist to organise 

a time slot:  

TheCollege@cambournevc.org  

If your child has lost an item of uniform, please ask 

them to check with their Year team office in the first 

instance, or please email thecol-

lege@cambournevc.org so that we can arrange for 

your child to check our unnamed items. 

If your child needs a coat/jacket and would like to 

look through our unnamed items to find something 

suitable for them, please ask them to go to their Year 

team office or email the College. 

 Families who find it difficult to afford school uniform 

at any time should contact their Year team (details be-

low), in complete confidence, so that a way forward 

can be found. 

Year 7 - Sonia Wilson cam-year7@cambournevc.org   

Year 8 - Nicola Smith / Abby Stirling-Clarke cam-

year8@cambournevc.org   

Year 9 - Laura Harvey cam-year9@cambournevc.org  

Year 10 - Lisa Radburn cam-year10@cambournevc.org   

Year 11 - Lou Boyd cam-year11@cambournevc.org  

Our up-to-date uniform policy and suppliers can be found 

on the school website. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1u3qfje_FUCP6Rn7wsAtVcICC-u9MOBFtRFOMnf19ilUREFTU01QTDRXTkxLQjhJMU44TFFITU1YUC4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=1u3qfje_FUCP6Rn7wsAtVcICC-u9MOBFtRFOMnf19ilUREFTU01QTDRXTkxLQjhJMU44TFFITU1YUC4u
mailto:TheCollege@cambournevc.org
mailto:thecollege@cambournevc.org
mailto:thecollege@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-year7@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-year8@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-year8@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-year9@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-year10@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-year11@cambournevc.org
https://www.cambournevc.org/parent-carer-and-student-information/uniform


TEAMS | ONENOTE 

Microsoft Teams, Teams assignments, and OneNote are becoming 

increasingly more central to the way we are providing and receiving 

work. Below are some resources to help you support your children 

with these services. 

 

Click here for a guide to handing in Teams Assignments: 

https://catrustorg.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/CambourneVCPublic/Eckeb-
WkJX1NoaAciPBjAScBG_cU4zuSmd0A0WEUDyO-Fw?e=OgjANx 

 

Click here for a YouTube playlist with short tutorial videos 

(if you prefer, your child can access the same videos through their 

school account here) 

COMBINED MINDS APP 
Combined Minds is an app for parents and carers developed 

for teenage mental health charity Stem4 by Clinical Psy-

chologists. The app aims to help families and friends support 

young people with their mental health. 

 

Combined Minds use a ‘strength based approach’ which fo-

cuses on the positive attributes of the person and builds on 

resourcefulness and resilience. The app helps families to find 

ways to provide the right environment to help individuals they 

support affect their own change. 

 

The app includes providing further information on certain 

needs such as anxiety and digital addiction as well as offer-

ing ways of accessing further help and useful suggestions of 

‘things you can do in the moment’ to help support the young 

person. 

 

More information can be found through the Combined Minds 

website at https://combinedminds.co.uk/ 

KEEPING YOUR CHILD SAFE ONLINE 

Please see below some links to helpful ideas and materials 

around keeping children safe online: 
 

https://www.net-aware.org.uk/  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  

https://oursaferschools.co.uk/home-learning-hub/  

https://catrustorg.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/CambourneVCPublic/Eckeb-WkJX1NoaAciPBjAScBG_cU4zuSmd0A0WEUDyO-Fw?e=OgjANx
https://catrustorg.sharepoint.com/:b:/s/CambourneVCPublic/Eckeb-WkJX1NoaAciPBjAScBG_cU4zuSmd0A0WEUDyO-Fw?e=OgjANx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=84gt29ChZTA&list=PL95U41ZhcLdk01hbqgfImfJ4tdJgy8Pys
https://web.microsoftstream.com/
https://combinedminds.co.uk/
https://www.net-aware.org.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://oursaferschools.co.uk/home-learning-hub/


Safeguarding 

 At Cambourne Village College we work hard to 
make sure that we build up positive relationships 
with the pupils in our care and we hope that we can 
support families in safeguarding your children.  

  

What is safeguarding?  

• Protecting children 

• Preventing harm to a child 

This includes a variety of different aspects. We are here to help your child make good choices but 
also support them if they make a mistake.  

We work with individual students, their families and external agencies.  

  

What do we do at CamVC to safeguard your child?  

• Staff are vigilant – staff are very good at noticing small changes and listening to the concerns 
of those in our care.  Tutors are well placed in this process, however all staff play an active role in 
this. 

• Designated Team – we have a specific team of people working each day to address con-
cerns raised by staff, pupils, parents and external agencies.  This team works to make sure con-
cerns are addressed and the appropriate support is advised 

• Pupil Voice - we encourage pupils to speak to us or raise their concerns via the ‘Report a 
Concern’ button on their iPad 

  

How can we help you?  

If you have any concerns about your child or you would like any support, please contact us via 
cam-safeguarding@cambournevc.org  

Mental Health Text Line 

A new local mental health free text messaging support service 

has launched across Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. HEAR 

85258 is being funded by NHS Cambridgeshire & Peterborough, 

in partnership with the national service SHOUT.  

The free to use text service provides real-time support to people 

who are struggling with their mental health across the county. 

When texting the word HEAR to 85258, the person will be connected to a trained volunteer who 

will offer them calm in a time or place of crisis. During the confidential and anonymous conversa-

tion, the texter will be supported while working on a plan of action and signposted to local and na-

tional mental health services.  

Texting HEAR to 85258 is free, discreet and runs 24/7. It won’t appear on a mobile bill and re-

quires no app, data, password, or registration. It is available for anyone who lives, works or stud-

ies in Cambridgeshire and Peterborough. 

For more information about what mental health services are available in Cambridgeshire and Pe-
terborough, visit www.keep-your-head.com 
If you feel your or somebody’s life is at risk due to their mental health, dial 111 and listen for the 
option for the mental health crisis team. 

mailto:cam-safeguarding@cambournevc.org
https://www.keep-your-head.com/
https://www.keep-your-head.com/


Communication with the School  

How can I contact my child’s Year Team? 

 

Please email cam-year7@cambournevc.org | PSO - Sonia Wilson 

Please email cam-year8@cambournevc.org | PSO - Nicola Smith & Abby Stirling-

Clarke 

Please email cam-year9@cambournevc.org | PSO - Laura Harvey & Sam 

Tomlinson 

Please email cam-year10@cambournevc.org | PSO - Lisa Radburn 

Please email cam-year11@cambournevc.org | PSO - Lou Boyd 

 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 48 hours. 

There are a variety of ways in which we will contact you, including by telephone, by letter, by 
email, in our newsletters and via our website. There are several ways in which you can contact 
us, and these include:  

 

By email to thecollege@cambournevc.org 

 

By calling Reception for all general enquiries on 01954 284000 

 

By writing to Cambourne Village College, Sheepfold Lane, Cambourne CB23 6FR 

 

Via the ‘contact us’ page of our school website www.cambournevc.org 

We aim to respond to any enquiry within 48 business hours. 

 

Students IT Support 
If your child needs a password reset, for example to their email, Show My 
Homework or any of the platforms we use at the College, or if they have 

any issues with their iPads, please email cam-
support@cambournevc.org. 

We will aim to respond to any enquiry within 48 hours. 

mailto:thecollege@cambournevc.org
mailto:thecollege@cambournevc.org
mailto:thecollege@cambournevc.org
http://www.cambournevc.org/
http://www.cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-support@cambournevc.org
mailto:cam-support@cambournevc.org

